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Chapter granted in 1932 to the acting Premier of Victoria on
"VTT
__L   the defeat of the administration in the lower house. It
must, however, be remembered that the duration of
a State legislature is only three years, which renders
a premature dissolution objectionable, if it can be
possibly avoided. The same disadvantage does not
apply with equal force to the provinces where legis-
latures endure for five years, but the attitude of Sir
James Aikins in Manitoba in 1920 is a good example
of the importance attached to avoiding hasty dissolu-
tions, but at the same time securing the consultation
of the people under conditions likely to assure a
definitive vote.
Dissolutions, of course, are not the only matters in
which the Governor may have difficulty in deciding
whether to act on the advice of ministers. The situation
becomes very difficult when a ministry is defeated at an
election but holds office pending the decision of Parlia-
ment. Such a course is perfectly legitimate, but the
ministry is bound in fairness to perform only routine
tasks and not to fetter its successor. If it seeks to do
more, it may become the duty of the Governor to
refuse its advice, as did Lord Aberdeen in Canada in
1896 when he practically forced Sir C. Tupper's resigna-
tion by rejecting his advice as to appointments and
contracts after his defeat at the election was certain.
In this regard, however, modern practice points to
neutrality on the part of the Governor-General; after
the defeat of Sir J. Ward in 1911 the Governor-General
made no effort to press for the clearing up of the posi-
tion, which was one of deadlock. In the difficult con-
ditions of 1923-24 in Newfoundland, and again in 1932,
the Governor refrained from any striking action, con-